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A NEW ITALIAN RECOVERY 
OF RINGED NATHUSIUS' BAT 

SUMMARY- On September zsth, 1998 a ringed Nathusius' Bat was found at "la Rasa di Varese" (Campo dei 
Fiori Regional Park). Tbe specimen was ringed in Germany (3 km South-West of Beeskov) on Aprii 4th of the 
same year. This finding is described according to the situation of the species in Northern Italy and in Varese 
Province (Lombardy). 

RIASSUNTO- Nuovo ritrovamento italiano di Pipistrello di Nathusius (Pipistrellus nathusii) inanellato all'este
ro. Il 25 settembre 1998 è stato rinvenuto presso la Rasa di Varese (Parco Regionale del Campo dei Fiori) un 
Pipistrello di Nathusius inanellato in Germania (3 km a Sud-Ovest di Beeskov) il 4 aprile dello stesso anno. 
Questo ritrovamento viene descritto alla luce della situazione di Pipistrellus nathusii in Italia settentrionale e nella 
Provincia di Varese. 

Recoveries ofBats ringed abroad are very scarce events in European countries and most 
of all in ltaly, due to the paucity of field research on migrating Chiroptera. On the other hand, 
some of the European species are well known to migrate long distances, so that the research o n 
long distance migrants (Myotis dasycneme, Pipistrellus nathusii, Nyctalus noctula, 
Miniopterus schreibersi) has been indicated as one of the priorities within the Agreement for 
the Conservation ofBats in Europe. For this reason it appears important to acknowledge every 
new, long distance recovery data. 

In the contest of a 4 years research project on Bat conservation in the Campo dei Fiori 
Regional Park (Varese; see FoRNASARI et al., 1999a), we were looking for Bat observation in 
possible sites for roosts, such as churches. During this work, we were kindly provided with a 
specimen ofNathusius' Bat found dead in the parish house by the Rasa village priest Don Elio 
Gentili, Biologist. The priest found the Bat hanging within a garment on September 25'\ 1998. 

Thanks to the information kindly supplied by Dr. U. Zophel, Sachsisches Landesarnt fiir 
Umwelt un Geologie, Dresden, Germany, i t was ascertained that the Bat was ringed o n July 4'h, 
1998, 3 km SW ofBeeskow by Dr. Axel Schmidt. The finding occurred 2 months and 21 days 
after the ringing date, at a distance of 802 km. The Bat was a juvenile male carrying the ring 
"Dresden C0511 O". 

We took the following measurements from the specimen: forearm length 33.4 mm, tail 
length 31.8 mm, head-body length44.9 mm, earlength 10.1 mm, third fingerlength 54.9 mm, 
fifth finger length 42.5 mm, wingspan 218 mm. The specimen is now conserved in the Park seat. 

According to MASING (1988), Pipistrellus nathusii is a species known for its long dis-

* Dept. Environmental Sciences - University of Milano Bicocca. 

-249 



tance migration. In Centra! and Western Europe migration distances up to 1280 km have been 
ascertained, w h ile in Eastern Europe STRELKOV ( 1969) has recorded severa! ringed Bats of this 
species covering migratory movements up to 1600 km. In Italy some previous recoveries w ere 
reported by NTEDERFINIGER et al. (1990): three Nathusius' Bats coming from Latvia were found 
in N orth-Eastern Ital y, respectively a female (al iv e) in Trentino Alto Adige (Merano), a female 
(accidentally killed) in Veneto (Valle Grassabò), and a male (found dead) in Friuli-Venezia 
Giulia (Gorizia).lf we consider the small number of Bats ringed and even more the very little 
number of recoveries, we have a good indication that the Nathusius' Bat is a regular migrant 
species for Northern Italy. In fact, in Switzerland it is mainly observed on mountain crossings 
during autumn migrati o n (ARLETTAZ et al., 1997). All of the four findings indicate a Bat flow 
from NE Europe. 

LANZA (1959) quoted the Pipistrellus nathusii as a species not very frequent in Italy, es
pecially in the Southern regions (not recorded at that time in Campania and Sardinia). More re
cently, the change of census methods with the introduction ofultrasound detectors resulted an 
increase of Nathusius' Bats records (JUDES, 1989; FoRNASARI et al., 1999b; SPEAKMAN et al., 
1991). In the Varese Province the species has been known fora century, a male specimen col
lected in 1895 at Cittiglio (Municipality on the Southern border of the Campo dei Fiori 
Regional Park) is preserved in the collections of the University Zoologica! Museum of 
Florence "La Specola" (Mag.1978/38- N.Coll.7250). 

Two surveys conducted by bat-detector in this area revealed that the species is not rare 
(FORNASARI et al., 1998a). In 1997, 7 out of 414 Bats of 11 species were determined as 
Nathusius' Bats; the observations appeared mainly gathered in a cluster along the Olona 
Valley, just around the Rasa Village. In 1998 additional observations were performed at the 
bottom ofthe Valganna Valley, on the opposite side ofthe Mount Martica. 

For the dose Swiss Ticino Canton, SALVIONI & FosSATI (1992) quoted the species main
ly as a winter visitor. However, recently MARTINOLJ et al. (1999) reported on the finding of a 
lactating female in the Valganna Municipality, few kilometers North-W est tì·om the same Park; 
this was the first data on Nathusius' Bat probably reproductive in Italy. The presence of sever
a! Bats during the breeding period and the finding of long distance migrants lead to the con
clusion that a complex population dynamic exists. For this reason, it clearly appears that this 
species needs more detailed studies. 
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